CHARACTER,    WILL,    AND    CONATION        167
* It gives stability, consistency, harmony, predictability
to conduct; it is that in a man which makes Mm trust-
worthy, dependable, keeps him steadily set towards his
major goods in work and play, gives him strength of will
and purpose, renders him capable of making the hard choice
in difficult situations and of abiding by his decisions,'1
Now out of each man's innate and acquired charac-
teristics, out of his experiences, modified as they are by
his physical and mental make-up, he evolves an entity which
he recognizes as * myself' and we call his personality.
Character is a man's personality in action.
the growth of character
Like personality character is a growth and this fact is
generally accepted by us all. We talk of a good little boy
but a man of fine character, a child of happy disposition
but a man of attractive personality.
We have, indeed, during the preceding sections been dis-
cussing the growth of a man's personality—how he takes
control of his innate tendencies, how his simple emotional
reactions are organized into strong sentiments, how his
perceptions are heightened and modified by his thought
and knowledge. That we now turn to discussing the
growth of character rather than personality is because
we are directly concerned with the problem of will and it
is obvious that in considering personality in action we are
gaining much light on the training of will.
The development of character demands time and oppor-
tunity and mutatis mutandis the conditions of growth of
character are similar to those of sentiments and ideals.
The raw material is again the native propensties, temper-
ament and disposition; based on this material is the
organized pattern of the child's conduct. Such organ-
ization may be considered in two stages, though it must
1 The Energies of Men, p. 186.

